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So why a FREE Amateur Radio Magazine?

I enjoy writing and have had over a hundred ar ticles published,
(mostly on adventure and survival) and having been a radio
amateur since around 1990 as ZR1XZT, then ZS1GD and now
ZL1GUD I believe that the amateur radio scene needs a kick in the
pants and needs to attract more (young) people. 

New Zealand Amateur Radio magazine is free and includes
Product News, International Amateur Radio News, DIY projects,
Interviews, POTA and SOTA news and DX Pedition news. Club
news is for the clubs and will not be included in the magazine.

I you want to be featured or have a project that you want to feature
then email me the details and we will include it.

Greg
ZL1GUD

Copyright Disclaimer
All content in this magazine, including text, images, graphics, and other
materials, is the proper ty of  the respective authors and creators and is
protected by applicable copyright laws. While this magazine is distributed
free of  charge, all rights are reserved unless otherwise stated.

This magazine can be distributed to any interested amateurs and clubs.

The views expressed in this publication are those of  the individual
contributors and do not necessarily reflect the views of  the publisher or
editorial team.

If  you believe any material in this magazine infringes your copyright,
please contact us immediately at ZL1GUD@proton.me

Note: Right click on text for link to website.

www.thehamshack.co.nz

A Free Magazine with Product News, DIY and Interviews
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LOTS of STOCK

 is being shipped

and will be here

late November 

www.thehamshack.co.nz

        PMR 171
HF, VHF & UHF
All Mode incl. FT8 & RTTY
ATU
Waterfall
Comes with a battery & charger
CW decode
Optional backpack
Millitary style antenna options
20w HF & 10w VHF & UHF

Official agents for New Zealand & Australia

Perfect for SOTA & POTA

$1295.00
incl. battery 

not an empty battery box
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From the Editor
Last month we had a great Radio Amateur Social and late October we
held another one. this time on Rakaia Island. We have had some rain
and crazy wind but it was good seeing the people and having a face
to face QSO.

We also had East Fest in October, our bi-annual South Island get
together. East Fest is a combination boot sale and convention with
some very interesting speakers. 

It does seem like POTA/SOTA is taking over among the newish hams
and lots of us older hams alike, and every Saturday and Sunday will
find a dedicated group either calling “CQ Parks on the Air” or the
hams at home chasing them. 7.085Mhz and 7.090Mhz liven up and
when propogation allows getting 30+ contacts is relatively easy.

For me another biggie for October was that our samples radios
arrived from Guohetec and we are now officially the Guohetec agents
for New Zealand and Australia. This small 20w HF, VHF & UHF
radios which include all the gadgets are going to take over the POTA
and especially the SOTA market with the manpack configuration. The
PMR 171 comes with a battery pack that clips on the radio so one
small backpack is all it takes.

Thank you for all the contributions this month. New Zealand and
Australian Amateur Radio Magazine is a community magazine so we
do rely on your news, events and articles.

Also a big thank you to DX World for giving us access to their logo
and articles and phot graphs from their website. We do ask for
permission to use informations and photos and DX World respond
quickly.

73's

Greg

www.thehamshack.co.nz

Let's get ready for one of the biggest contests next weekend: CQ WW
DX SSB.
The rules are: Work everyone on each band. Your own country is a
multiplier, but it does not count for points. Different scoring for North
America than for the rest of the World. Try to get as many DXCCs
and CQ Zones as you can. And most importantly, enjoy working in the
crowded bands



The Invention and Implementation of Q Codes in Morse Communication 
In the early 20th century, long before voice radio became widespread, Morse code was the primary means of  wireless communication across ships,
aircraft, and telegraph stations.  However, language barriers often made international communication difficult.  A British initiative solved this problem
by introducing the Q Code system, a standardized set of  three-letter abbreviations beginning with the letter “Q.” 

The Origin of Q Codes
The Q Code was first developed by the British government in 1909, primarily by the British Post Office, to simplify and standardize radio
communication among ships and coastal stations.  The goal was to create a common language that could be universally understood, regardless of
nationality or spoken language. 

Since English was not universally spoken by all radio operators, these three-letter codes helped operators quickly exchange important information
using only Morse code.  Each code represented a complete question or statement. 

For example:
QRM – “Is my transmission being interfered with?” or “Your transmission is being interfered with.” 
QRN – “Are you troubled by static noise?” or “I am troubled by static noise.” 
QTH – “What is your location?” or “My location is ___.” 

This made international communication both faster and more reliable.
 
Adoption and Expansion
By 1912, the International Radiotelegraph Convention officially adopted the Q Code system, and it soon became a global standard.  It was expanded
beyond maritime use to include aviation, military, and amateur radio communications. 

The codes were grouped by function:
QRA–QRZ: General operational information 
QSA–QSZ: Signal quality and strength 
QTA–QTZ: Message handling and procedures 
QRA–QRZ: Identification and station details 

This organization allowed operators to instantly identify the meaning based on the prefix range. 
 
During communication, the operator would send these letters followed by a question mark (if  it was a query) or by relevant data (if  it was an answer). 
For instance:
“QTH?” → “What is your location?”
“QTH London” → “My location is London.” 

This short format dramatically reduced transmission time, saving valuable bandwidth and minimizing operator fatigue during long shifts. 

Q Codes in Amateur (Ham) Radio
With the rise of  amateur radio (ham radio) in the 1920s and beyond, hobbyists quickly adopted Q Codes because they were concise and universally
understood.  Even today, Morse code operators and voice radio users continue to use many Q Codes, often mixed into casual speech. 
For example:
“My QTH is Paris.” 
“There’s heavy QRM tonight.” 
Such expressions remain part of  ham radio culture, linking modern operators with their historical roots. 

Conclusion
The invention of  Q Codes represents one of  the most practical and enduring solutions in communication history.  Created over a century ago to
overcome language barriers, these compact three-letter groups made Morse code faster, clearer, and truly international. 
Even in the era of  satellites  and the Internet , Q Codes continue to remind us of  the ingenuity of  early radio pioneers who turned simple dots and
dashes into a universal language of  connection. 
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Q Codes
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DX WORLD Flags for your DxPedition
DX World have sent us their high def  logo and given us permission to print their flags for our events and DxPeditions

If  you want the file (not flag) please email me and I will send the file to you.
I have just had 4 flags made 900 x 600mm for under $10 each.

ZL1GUD@proton.me



May 1 to May 5 2025
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Courtesy of DXworld.net

Look out for Rikk, WE9G to be active from Palmer Peninsula, Antarctica as WE9G/KC4 in early February
2026. More info to follow on this one..

QSL via LoTW, QRZ, ClubLog & HRDLog.

*Rikk was recently on DXpedition to Guam. He has also been active as V6WG, WE9G/VY0, VP2V/WE9G,
JW/WE9G, WE9G/KH8, V4/WE9G, FY/WE9G and soon from Bermuda as VP9/WE9G.

https://www.dx-world.net/
https://www.dx-world.net/we9g-kc4-antarctica/
https://www.dx-world.net/we9g-kh2-guam/
https://www.dx-world.net/v6wg-kosrae-f-s-m/
https://www.dx-world.net/we9g-vy0-baffin-island-na-047/
https://www.dx-world.net/vp2v-we9g-british-virgin-islands/
https://www.dx-world.net/jw-we9g-svalbard/
https://www.dx-world.net/we9g-kh8-american-samoa/
https://www.dx-world.net/v4-we9g-st-kitts-nevis/
https://www.dx-world.net/fy-we9g-french-guiana/
https://www.dx-world.net/vp9-we9g-bermuda/


The PJ6Y team has just surpassed 20,000 QSOs, marking a major milestone in their on-air operations.
The young amateur radio operators are taking full advantage of  excellent propagation conditions,
sharpening their operating skills, and connecting with stations worldwide.

Operating around the clock, the team currently has three local and two remote stations active on the air.
The on-island contingent of  14 operators is joined by approximately 30 young remote operators from
around the globe — a truly international collaboration showcasing the next generation of  DXers.

“We have a bit of  antenna work to complete today in advance of  our par ticipation in CQWW SSB,” shared
Gregg, W6IZT. “The weather has been somewhat of  a challenge, with frequent showers and lightning.
With heavier rains forecast from Thursday through our depar ture, we’re accelerating our contest
preparations.”

Despite the challenging conditions, spirits remain high.

“What an amazing and awesome group of  future DXpedition leaders!” said Glenn, W0GJ.
The team extends a huge thank you to sponsors, suppor ters, and off-island Elmers, whose
encouragement and contributions have made this adventure possible.

For updates, and donations please visit www.pj6y2025.com
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www.thehamshack.co.nz

Your paragraph text

SABA Island DXPedition 2025

It’s great to see 4 YL’s in the DxPedition team

https://www.dx-world.net/5x2i-uganda/
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https://www.dx-world.net/5x2i-uganda/
https://www.dx-world.net/5x2i-uganda/
https://www.dx-world.net/pj6y-saba-island-dxpedition/


Features
Inside every AU-510M:

500W high-efficiency transmitter
Integrated power supply (80–264VAC input)
Automatic antenna tuner
SmartSignal™ adaptive predistor tion for enhanced spectral purity and reduced IMD
Controlled Envelope SSB (CESSB): Up to 3 dB more talk power with reduced peak-to-average ratio—boosting
signal presence without distor tion
MultiFlex™: Dual-operator capability with independent SmartSDR sessions—perfect for contesting, remote
ops, or shared stations

With everything built in—transmitter, tuner, amplifier, power supply, and front panel—the AU-510M eliminates
bulky gear and external cabling, delivering true plug-and-play power and performance.
Ideal for remote HF projects, the AU-510M’s compact design, low heat output, and single-plug AC input make it
easy to deploy in off-grid or hard-to-access locations—bringing serious power to your remote station with
unmatched ease.

AU-510M 500W Integrated SDR Transceiver with Maestro Front Panel
The AU-510M redefines HF/6m operation—combining a full-featured SDR transceiver, 500W amplifier, power
supply, and tuner into one compact, high-performance chassis. It’s the world’s first truly integrated 500W
software-defined radio, engineered for today’s most demanding amateur radio operators.

At the core is a groundbreaking 500W transmitter module operating at up to 80% efficiency, delivering more
power with less heat, lower input demands, and a dramatically lighter footprint—all within the size of  a typical
100W PA system.

The AU-510M includes a built-in Maestro front panel, just like the FLEX-8600M, offering full touchscreen control,
responsive knobs, and an all-in-one user experience—no PC required. Whether you’re in the shack, on the road,
or operating remotely, the AU-510M puts advanced SDR performance at your finger tips.

The AU-510M is a single SCU (Spectral Capture Unit) radio—ideal for most operating needs. An SCU is the par t
of  the radio that digitizes the RF spectrum, enabling slice receivers, panadapters, and digital signal processing.
A single SCU supports up to 2 slice receivers and 2 simultaneous panadapters, simultaneously covering from 30
kHz to 54 MHz, offering plenty of  flexibility for everyday operating, DXing, or contesting.
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Flex Radio $12,500 excl GST and
import/transport costs

https://www.flexradio.com/products/aurora-au-510m-signature-series/
https://www.flexradio.com/products/aurora-au-510m-signature-series/
https://www.flexradio.com/products/aurora-au-510m-signature-series/
https://www.flexradio.com/products/aurora-au-510m-signature-series/
https://www.flexradio.com/products/aurora-au-510m-signature-series/
https://www.flexradio.com/products/aurora-au-510m-signature-series/
https://www.flexradio.com/products/aurora-au-510m-signature-series/
https://www.flexradio.com/products/aurora-au-510m-signature-series/
https://www.flexradio.com/products/aurora-au-510m-signature-series/
https://www.flexradio.com/products/aurora-au-510m-signature-series/
https://www.flexradio.com/products/aurora-au-510m-signature-series/
https://www.flexradio.com/products/aurora-au-510m-signature-series/
https://www.flexradio.com/products/aurora-au-510m-signature-series/
https://www.flexradio.com/products/aurora-au-510m-signature-series/
https://www.flexradio.com/products/aurora-au-510m-signature-series/
https://www.flexradio.com/products/aurora-au-510m-signature-series/
https://www.flexradio.com/products/aurora-au-510m-signature-series/


Amplifier Feature Highlights:
1.8–54 MHz coverage
Full legal power 1500W (100% duty cycle ICAS), in all modes, up to 2000W
First ever MEffA™ system (Maximum Efficiency Algorithm) control efficiency as a function of  output power
Fully SO2R capable — 70dB nominal isolation between exciter inputs
Smart control of  cooling — real-time settings of  drain voltage, drive and fan speed for best thermal
performance
Exceptional spurious performance owing to diplexed filters for carrier and harmonics
Ultrafast SWR protection
Remote control with desktop application in LAN or WAN networks
CAT, Band decoder, LAN interface for operation with other exciters
The Amplifier is shipped without a power connector on the end of  the power line. Customers are urged to
work with their electrician to finalize AC power delivery.
Shipping info: 24″ x 12″x 19″ 45 lbs
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$10,200 excl GST and
import/transport costs

Power Genius XL 

Tuner Genius XL $4,250 excl GST and
import/transport costs

Tuner Specifications
Tuning: Fully automatic and manually tuned operation
Frequency Range: 1.8 to 54 MHz continuous
Radio Interface: Works with all radios using Flex radio LAN, RS232, CI-V, BCD, Pin-to-Band (PTB),
or use the built in frequency counter
Alarms and Warnings: Low drive, Frequency Out of  Range, Wrong band, and High power
Matching Range: Up to 10:1 SWR. Resonant antenna frequency range memories will bypass the
tuner automatically
Tuning Time: Tuning solutions (2 to 12 seconds) are stored in memory automatically. Stored memory
switching is 20ms
Tuning Power Requirement: 10W – 200W

https://www.flexradio.com/products/tuner-genius-xl/?sku=TGXL-SO
https://www.flexradio.com/products/aurora-au-510m-signature-series/
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School Club Roundup is an amateur radio event for clubs and individuals, especially those that are
associated with elementary, middle, junior high, high schools, or colleges. The objective is to give
young people experience, with on-air activity in a contest-like format, by exchanging QSO information
with any amateur radio stations.

There are two School Club Roundups during each school year in October and February. Each 5-day
event runs Monday through Friday from 1300 UTC Monday through 2359 UTC Friday. A station may
operate no more than 6 hours in a 24-hour period, and a maximum of  24 hours of  the 107 hour
event.
October Session: The third full school week of  October.
February Session: The second full school week of  February. 
October Session: October 20-24, 2025
February Session: February 9-13, 2026

All amateur bands except 60, 30, 17 and 12 meters are permitted.
 
Repeaters are not to be used. Only recognized simplex frequencies may be used. U. S. A. examples
include 144.90-145.00; 146.49, .55, 58; and 147.42, .45, .48, .51, .54 and .57 MHz. The national
calling frequency, 146.52 MHz, may not be used. Similar restrictions apply in other countries.
 
Suggested HF Frequencies:
 
Phone (MHz): 1.855-1.865; 3.850-3.880; 7.225-7.255; 14.250-14.280; 21.300-21.330; 28.440-28.460
 
CW (MHz): 1.800-1.810; 3.530-3.540; 7.030-7.040; 14.030-14,.040; 21.130-21.140; 28.130-28.140
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About School Club Roundup
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Competit ion consol
for  the Icom IC 7300

avai lable f rom
www.thehamshack.co.nz

www.thehamshack.co.nz

COMPETITION CALENDAR

https://www.contestcalendar.com/weeklycont.php?mode=custom&week=next


I  recent ly puchased an Icom IC-7300, and af ter  such an aquis i t ion,  the fi rst  th ing I  l ike to
do is hi t  YouTube, to f ind out more on the r ig.

I  was pleasent ly surpr ised to f ind a ser ies of  v ideos from Tom (WA2IVD) on the fea tures
of  the 7300.

Some readers whom have their  own 7300 may not have seen these videos.

Thinking they are wel l  presented and wor thy to v iew, i t  was useful  to create a contents
page to the YouTube URLs for my own reference. This now may be of  interest  to the
readers out there.

John Linschoten |  ZL2JTL
Titahi  Bay Amateur Radio Club

THE ICOM IC 7300
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Click on the image above & below and fol low the l ink to see the videos

I 'm Tom. I  was fi rst  l icensed in 1974 when I  was in high school .  I  was lucky enough to have some great Elmers in the ham radio
Explorer Post tha t  I  belonged to.  (Explor ing is a branch of  Boy Scouts).  I  have dabbled in many di f ferent facets of  ham radio over
the years.  I  have spent most of  my act ive t ime doing publ ic ser vice and emergency communicat ions.  I  worked many publ ic ser vice
events,  emergency dr i l ls,  and events in Broome County,  NY, where I  g rew up. In 2005 my wife (N2LZN) and I  t raveled to Mississippi ,
where we worked as SATERN volunteers af ter  Hur r icane Katr ina.  When we moved to Cal i fornia in 2009, I  became act ive in the loca l
SATERN group in San Bernardino County.  Our two boys took their  technic ian tests whi le we were in Cal i fornia.  They are KJ6VQC
and KJ6VQD.  My wife,  sons, and I  a lso volunteered as Safety Patrol  members for  the Baker to Vegas race for severa l  years.  This is
a 120-mi le running relay race open to law enforcement.  Teams come from agencies around the wor ld to run in the race.

I  have par t ic ipa ted in Field Day many t imes over the years,  f i rst  wi th the Explorer Post I  was in and then with var ious c lubs and
groups. I  rea l ly enjoy Field Day. I  most ly enjoy the comrader y of  set t ing up, tear ing down ,  and coming together wi th a group of
people for  a fun weekend. I  a lso l ike the emergency preparedness aspect of  the event.  I t  is  a lways a learning exper ience.

I  enjoy contest ing on a casual  basis.  I 've par t ic ipa ted in contests wi th groups over the years and a lso on my own for a number of
them. When I  par t ic ipa te on my own, i t  is  most ly to hand out some points and for the fun of  making contacts.  I  am not rea l ly into
going a l l -out  win.  Al though, i t  does look l ike something tha t might be fun to t r y someday.

https://w3aro.org/ic-7300-from-a-to-z/
https://www.qrz.com/db/WA2IVD
https://www.qrz.com/db/WA2IVD
https://www.qrz.com/db/WA2IVD
https://www.qrz.com/db/WA2IVD
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Douglas Walters (G5CV) and fellow amateur radio operator George Jessop (G6JP)

In September 1934, Douglas Walters (G5CV) and fellow amateur radio operator George Jessop
(G6JP) carried out a groundbreaking ultra-shortwave (56 Mc/s) radio experiment from a glider
over Dunstable Downs, England. Their goal was to prove that reliable radio communication could
be achieved for glider pilots, both for long-distance flights and training purposes.

On a clear Sunday, Walters and Jessop—fondly known as “the old firm”—arrived with a car
packed full of  56 Mc/s gear. Among it was a custom-built 5-meter receiver, designed by Jessop
himself. Compact for its time, the unit measured just 6 × 5 × 2½ inches, housed in an aluminum
case with three valves. Power came from a 60-volt HT battery and a small sealed accumulator...

AMATEUR RADIO HISTORY
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A HUGE VARIETY OF  TELESCOPIC POLES

www.thehamshack.co.nz

SPIDERBEAM 

12M
HD INCL CLAMPS & GUY COLLAR

SPIDERBEAM 

10M
HD 

SOTABEAM 

7M
HD 

SOTABEAM 

6M
HD 

SOTABEAM 
CARBON ULTRA LIGHT

6M
VERY LIGHTWEIGHT APPLICATIONS

SOTABEAM 

4M
VERY LIGHTWEIGHT APPLICATIONS

*The lightweight masts can support very lightweight wire antennas only. They cannot support balun/unun/dipoles. Ideal for helically wound verticals

WE HAVE LOTS OF STOCK OF ALL MODELS
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AUSTRALIAN HAM EVENTS



I  love going por table,  of ten a t  loca l  parks and remote locat ions.  However inevi tably something is forgotten; antenna
leads, mic,  key,  power cables,  connectors,  ba t ter y,  etc.  Most fo lk use backpacks, f loppy bags, or Pel ican-sty le cases
(Hamgeek have a nice gener ic radio/G90 case with panel  facia for  around $300 –but doesn' t  hold a batter y).  I  l ike to
have most th ings in one place for quick setup so as to just  focus on the antenna, be i t  a reel-out end-fed dipole or
telescopic ver t ica l  such as the MFJ1979 et  a l .  

Quick digression; a couple of  years ago I  bui l t  a copper-wound loading coi l  for  less than $10, using junk par ts and a
simple a l l iga tor wander lead. The commercia l  coi ls tha t  can cost hundreds use steel  windings which are great but I
found the copper to be somewhat less resist ive.  Yet I  st i l l  wanted a radio I  could connect direct ly to the base of  a
telescopic antenna (when feel ing too lazy to put stakes in the ground, guy l ines etc.)  wi th s imi lar  mount ing much l ike
the PRC Clansman-type mi l i tar y radio a few in our c lub have. Hence the ammunit ion can aka bul let  box idea had some
meri t  and the G90 has an internal  antenna matcher for  unruly ver t ica ls,  ( though prefer resonant antennas where
possible).

To star t ,  a l l  I  had was an old 50 ca l iber ammo can. Recent ly,  Mark a t  qslcomms.com had a specia l  on the G90 so I
purchased one to use for my a l l  in one fie ld radio,  which would be a change from my old home-bui l t  four-watt
NE602 transceiver or my uSDX five-watt .  I  thought the ammo can would be a great oppor tuni ty to provide my G90 a
convenient home; a ready-to-go radio box without the messy setup.

The concept of  radios bui l t  into ammunit ion cans, or ‘hammo cans’ ,  for  por tabi l i ty  has been around for years wi th many
radios bui l t  into the case and fixed by brackets etc.  The only G90 in-a-can I  know of  is by a fe l low who made
a beaut i fu l  wood-craf ted panel  for  h is G90. I  wanted something a l i t t le di f ferent;  a completely separa te module tha t  can
be pul led out when necessar y for  swapping out ba tter ies,  changing/adding connect ions and so on.

I  decided to design the module using a l l  meta l  components for  better shielding and durabi l i ty.  My old 50 ca l iber ammo
can lay around the garage for years and i t  has loosely held radios in the past.  I t  required a c leanup and re-paint  but
you may not need to do this as there are plenty of  neat uni ts for  sa le onl ine;  ex-army surplus and new.

The dimensions of  my ammo can are common; 25cm high x 28cm wide x 15cm deep. This a l lows room for the radio,
batter y,  and enough room to accommodate the control  head and under ly ing connectors.  

Essent ia l ly,  th is project  is  ideal  for  many radios having remote control  heads. The G90 has mic and headphone
connectors on the side of  the control  head. I f  you have a Yaesu for example,  you'd need to add a RJ45 panel  mount
connector and 3.5mm panel  sockets for  headphone, key,  etc. ,  (which I  d id for  the Xiegu COM and KEY por ts) .

My own example design in the fo l lowing diagram was done in Sol idWorks but can a lso be done in Vis io as there are no
dimensional i ty requirements (other than the angle brackets to af f ix  the control  head, which can be made from
junk par ts i f  desired).
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IT 'S IN THE CAN! 
DIY YOUR G90 INTO A GO-ANYWHERE AMMO CAN RADIO 
Carmel Mor r is VK2NO
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Basic three-t ier  design using threaded posts to hold i t  a l l  together.  Use as a guide only for  your radio.  Measures 276 x
140mm for a neat f i t  inside the ammo can. The lower two panels have holes where you can feed through cables.  Make
them any size and shape to sui t  your needs.

A l i th ium batter y s i ts nicely on the bottom pla te.  Double-sided tape is used to hold the batter y though brackets may be
better.

Front- facing laser-cut  panel  spray-painted in etch pr imer,  then
sprayed in Army Green and sealed with c lear coat.  I  could have
had i t  powder-coated but tha t  would have cost more. Most of  the
mounted components are f ixed using hex screws (a hex key is
less l ikely to s l ip of f  and scra tch the paint  when compared with a
Phi l l ips screwdriver) .  

My G90 a lready weighs 1.62 Kg. Al though somewhat heavy for
backpack POTA etc.  as some folk say,  a G90 is a lot  heavier in
the ammo can. My aim is for  most ly loca l  f ie ld work though i t
could be taken anywhere a t  a tota l  of  around 7 k i los,  st i l l  l ighter
than a PRC-320 Clansman a t  around 11 Kg ( the soldiers car r y ing
those in the Falk lands War were hardy).  

Whi le mine isn' t  a backpack radio,  i t  has enough weight to s i t  on
the ground or a bench and have the telescopic whip antenna
mounted straight to the radio panel  (p lus on a binding post the
required counterpoise s imi lar  to what the mi l i tar y did wi th their
f ie ld radios,  having lengths of  g round wire t ra i l ing f rom the
radio).

Gett ing there;  the stock G90 front handles
were mounted in reverse which convenient ly
a l igned to the threaded posts so as to z ip t ie
securely.  Note:  the cable running to the head
uni t  may pick up some mult ip lexing noise f rom
the display dr iver board.  A couple of  fer r i tes is
recommended.

Top view. A 3D-pr inted Anderson panel  connector was
used, though simi lar  commercial  ones can be found
onl ine.
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Top view. A 3D-pr inted Anderson panel  connector was used, though simi lar  commercia l  ones can be found onl ine.
This G90 is the la test  version having Anderson connectors and better cool ing wi th added vents.  Some folk add heat-
extract ion fans to their  ammo cans for var ious radio models.  I  found no need for them here as the radio stayed cool
(and I  rarely use the ful l  20 watts) .  I  d id however inc lude a 'speaker opening' ;  whi le an external  speaker could be
inc luded, I  found no need as the G90 speaker sa t  below my speaker 'vent ' ,  a l lowing decent air  f low and this revis ion
had much- improved sound qual i ty.  Interest ing aside; on my version of  the G90 control  head, there is an impedance
switch on the underside to make the external  headphone socket into an external  speaker-out.  Neat.  

Fina l ly I  cut  out  some cardboard stenci ls and sprayed my ca l l  on one side of  the ammo can. I t  s l ipped a l i t t le,  but
then i t  is  amateur radio.
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Al l  insta l la t ions wi l l  d i f fer  and you may wish to var y my panel  design to your requirements.  For example,  you may
prefer to use an external  ba t ter y only.  You can have an internal  and switch to external ,  or  just  external  i f  you want
a shor ter height box to mount the radio ( in which case the threaded post lengths wi l l  d i f fer) .

Al low around five cent imeters internal  room from uppermost radio panel  to top edge of  ammo can to a l low for
radio head height so the l id c loses proper ly.  In th is space I 've been able to add a f ive-meter feedl ine,  a magnet ic
CW key, and the Xiegu standard mic wi th in the uni t ,  l id down. This makes i t  a handy a l l - in-one box. However,  I  d id
add a steel  bracket to one end of  the ammo can to hold the PRC look-a l ike knockof f  mi l i tar y handset.  

Al l  up th is has been a ver y successful  exper iment in radio por tabi l i ty  on a minimum budget,  the only major
expense being the panel  laser cut t ing,  cost ing around $85.00. I f  you have a 3D pr inter,  I  bel ieve there is an ammo
can G90 frame design though completely di f ferent f rom mine; a quick search wi l l  f ind i t ,  but  I  do prefer a l l -meta l
for  durabi l i ty.

Carmel  Morr is  VK2NO
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Understanding dB in Ham Radio — Made Simple!

Ever wondered what a l l  those “dB” numbers rea l ly mean when you’re tuning your r ig or checking
antenna performance?

Let ’s break i t  down.
“dB” stands for decibel ,  and i t ’s  not  a f ixed uni t  l ike vol ts or watts — i t ’s  a ra t io.  We use i t  to
compare two power levels,  s ignal  strengths,  or  gains.  Why? Because signals in radio can var y a lot ,
and using dB makes i t  easier to handle huge di f ferences without wr i t ing out tons of  zeros!
Here’s the cool  par t :

A +3 dB increase means you’ve roughly doubled the power.
A -3 dB drop? You’ve lost  ha l f  the power.
+10 dB? That ’s 10 t imes more power.
-10 dB? You’re down to one-tenth!

In ham radio,  we use dB to descr ibe:
Antenna gain (how wel l  your antenna focuses energy)
Fi l ter  a t tenuat ion (how wel l  unwanted signals are reduced)
Signal  repor ts and ampl i f ier  performance

So when someone says their  antenna has 6 dB of  gain,  they’re saying i t  del ivers 4 t imes more
power in a given direct ion compared to a reference antenna. Pret ty neat,  r ight?

Remember:  dB doesn’ t  te l l  you absolute power — i t  te l ls  you how much more or less power you have
compared to something else.

73 from PY6CJ -  João Gris i

Also see ht tps: / /www.satsig.net/ lnb/db-ca lcula tor.htm

https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=py6cj%20-%20jo%C3%A3o%20grisi%20online


Alinco was establ ished 55 years ago and manufacture a range of  VHF and UHF radios as wel l  as Power Suppl ies.

Radios include DMR as wel l  as VHF, UHF and Dual Band 
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www.thehamshack.co.nz

3RD CONSIGNMENT

HAS ARRIVED !

3RD CONSIGNMENT
HAS ARRIVED!

WE ARE THE OFFICIAL AGENTS FOR
NEW ZEALAND

70 WATTS HIGH POWER

8 WATTS HIGH POWER

15 HOUR BATTERY TIME
WIDE/NARROW FM TX/RX  -PROFESSIONAL-GRADE VOICE COMPANDOR

RECEIVE VHF AM AIRCRAFT BAND AND FM BROADCAST
60 WATTS HIGH POWER

DMR

DMR

IP67
 DUAL BAND +

RECEIVE VHF AM AIR BAND
& FM BROADCAST
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P H I L  E A S T  Z L 3 P A E

On 18 October 2025 GCARS hosted a JOTA event for  the Gir l  Guides from the Gold Coast.  There were 17 Guides and
7 leaders.

The programme inc luded learning how to solder,  put  together an electronic k i t  p lus gett ing on air  and making a QSO
in order to earn a badge. Unfor tunately,  the HF bands were not coopera t ive th is day so the Guides were setup on the
2 meter band where they were guided by Ashleigh, VK4DRA. Kaye, VK4VKS, helped by making many contacts wi th
the Guides and Ken, VK2KEN was in contact  v ia Echol ink whi lst  on hol iday in Rotorua, NZ. The Guides were so
happy to be able to communicate over the radio inc luding having a QSO from New Zealand. The guides were coached
by Ashleigh to use proper phraseology and proper use of  the radios.  Craig,  VK4AHC, setup a hotspot on his phone to
l ink up with guides in other locat ions par t ic ipa t ing in JOTA event.

In the k i t -bui ld ing stage the guides were coached by Aidan VK4APM and John VK4BJT in the proper method of  using
a solder ing i ron and how to solder components to a c i rcui t  board.  Happy to repor t  there were no burns.

These types of  events are how GCARS gives back to the community plus,  some of  the Guides might decide to
become l icensed amateur radio opera tors in the future.  This was a team ef for t  to make this event a success.
Members tha t  helped with the setup: Ashleigh,VK4DRA Aidan, VK4APM, Craig,  VK4AHC, John, VK4BJT who a lso
cooked the sausages. Matt ,  VK4TRK and Shol to,  VK

4CSB helped with the pack up af ter  a long day. Thanks to Ashleigh for photographing and repor t ing the event.

 secretar y@gcars.org.au

JOTA 2025 SUCCESS!



ZL1PDT/ ZL1LIG /  ZS1PDT PIETER DU TOIT

I  asked Pieter i f  I  could include him as our f i rst  radio amateur prof i le and he said yes.  I  met Pieter many years ago, I  guess
around 20 to 25 years ago. I  was ZS1GD and he was ZS1PDTand we did lose contact  for  a whi le and then reconnected in
New Zealand.

Pieter and his wi fe Petro,  or ig ina l ly came from South Afr ica,  th is being the second t ime they have l ived in N.Z. Pieter
(pronounced as we would spel l  Peter)  had the ca l l  s ign ZS1PDT in South Afr ica and obtain ZL1PDT here in NZ. 

The common let ters to both ca l l  s igns rela te to the business they owned and opera ted in S.A. for  about 10years,  "Plant,
Dozer,  and Tractor Ser vices"= 'PDT'.  They c losed the business down when they fi rst  came to NZ in 2003. Pieter is a qual i f ied
Diesel  Mechanic,  specia l iz ing these days in hydraul ics,  most ly on heavy plant.

He grew up in Boksburg,  about 25 mi les f rom Johannesburg and was fascinated with radio f rom an ear ly age. Inher i t ing an
old and defunct Phi lco mult iband va lve radio f rom his fa ther a t  about 11/12years of  age he " f iddled" wi th i t  and got i t  going
which got him hooked on the hobby. His radio progression was, l ike many of  us,  v ia CB in his ear l ier  days which proved ver y
useful  t ravel l ing around with his ser vic ing work.  He had wanted to become a Radio Mechanic but as math's was not one of
his better scholast ic subjects,  he decided instead to become a Diesel  Mechanic and has spent the greater par t  of  h is
working l i fe in tha t  f ie ld,  ser vic ing most ly heavy plant and machiner y,  tending to specia l ize in Hydraul ics.  

As a young man (18yrs.old) he, l ike other lads of  h is age, was conscr ipted into the S.A. Defense Force. He worked mainly on
Tanks and Armored Cars,  but  had the oppor tuni ty to become involved with the insta l la t ion of  communicat ions equipment in
these vehic les.  Dur ing th is per iod,  Pieter met his wi fe to be, Petro.

At Pieter and Petro 's QTH in Ngongotaha, he mainly works the 20-40-80m HF bands, exc lusively on Phone, a lso VHF and
UHF both mobi le and base. His antennas (which he has a strong leaning towards construct ing and exper iment ing wi th)
inc lude a mult iband Hex Beam brought wi th him from SA, a 40/20m trapped wire dipole,  an 80m dipole connected to a Yeasu
FT-101ZD, Icom IC 707,IC 706mk2, IC 7100 ,  Icom ic-705, IC 229 mobi le,FT 690R on 6m(2.5watt)  Maxon ant,  VHF Sl im Jim,
and a UHF modified TV antenna. He a lso has a couple of  d i f ferent s ized magnet ic Loop antennas and plays around with
EFHW’s.

His Hex Beam has a histor y,  being the antenna that was used on Bouvet Is land in 2000 with the la te (Chuck Brady).  

Ed Wishing a lot  more QSO’s and great DX
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[UPDATE] by Jamie, M0SDV

I am thr i l led to announce that prepara t ions for my upcoming DXpedit ion to Grenada, designated as J38W, are
wel l  underway. With just  33 days to go unt i l  my depar ture,  I ’ve ramped up my prepara t ions in recent weeks.
My journey began in the picturesque Shropshire countr yside, where I  dedica ted a day to set  up the masts I
intend to use. I  met iculously ar ranged the guy ropes and la id the foundat ions for the antenna i tsel f.  I  am
happy to share tha t the hex-beam has been successful ly erected and is ready for opera t ion.

In the coming days, I  p lan to conduct a f ina l  prepara t ion session outdoors to complete the low band transmit
and receive antennas, ensur ing they are ready for packing.

Back a t  the shack, I  have taken the t ime to organize a l l  my equipment.  I ’ve set  up the Icom IC-7300,
ampl i f ier,  and laptop, connect ing them together and conduct ing successful  test  QSO’s in CW, SSB, and FT8.
I ’m pleased to repor t  tha t  these tests were successful ,  and this par t  of  my equipment has been neat ly
packed away in my sui tcase, set  for  t ranspor t  to Grenada.

I ’ l l  be staying in Grenada on the Nor th s ide of  the is land, unt i l  3rd December 2025, where I  intend to make
QSO’s pr imari ly in SSB and FT8 on a l l  bands ahead of  the CQWW CW contest .  Dur ing th is t ime, you wi l l  a lso
find me on CW across the WARC bands. Dur ing CQWW CW, I  wi l l  be opera t ing in the Single Opera tor – Al l
Band categor y using high power.

I  look forward to shar ing the exper ience of  J38W with ever yone and can’ t  wai t  to get on the air  f rom this
beaut i fu l  locat ion.
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J38W – GRENADA



I t  was a dark and windy night the guy ropes were star t ing to r ise and fa l l  wi th some violence as the antenna mast twisted
with the swir l ing wind gusts,  the sun had just  set  and i t  was a lmost pi tch black as I  c l imbed up the ladder to lower my
antenna yet again!    I t  had been down a t  g round level  for  3 days now, due to the strong spr ing Canterbur y Nor-west winds, no
internat ional  DXing tonight,  again.

Amazingly I  have had some contact  QSO’s in the Far Nor th Is land approx 5 or 600km away  wi th the antenna, a 40 and 80M
dipole,  barely above or par t ia l ly  on the ground.

Anyhow, tha t ’s my intro my name is Michael  McCar thy (ZL3GMT), a new ham from Oxford Nor th Canterbur y here in the South
Is land of  New Zealand. Oxford township is located approximately 50 km (or 30 Mi les) nor th west of  Chr istchurch which our
largest c i ty in the south.

I  had wanted to become a l icensed Ham Radio Opera tor for  many years having been fascinated with radio and the magic of
how i t  worked from a ver y young age.  I  remember l is tening to the chi ldren’s stor ies on the radio,  th is was before the days of
a te levis ion in ever y home. I  had bui l t  a cr ysta l  set  as a youngster and even had an old reel  to reel  por table tape deck tha t I
had tweaked to l is t  to radio “ I ” f rom Auckland City la te a t  n ight,  under the bed covers when I  was supposed to be asleep. In
shor t  I  had the bug.

Cutt ing a long stor y shor t ,  l i fe got in the way and even though I  was st i l l  interested in amateur radio,  I  could never get
around to the study required so put the dream of  bui ld ing radio antenna’s and ta lk ing to people in distant foreign shores,  on
the back burner for  a ver y long t ime.  A c lose neighbor who I  knew was a ham opera tor,  Br ian ZL4WX,  and I  had a
conversat ion in which he suggested (yes i t ’s  a l l  h is faul t ) ,  tha t  I  could easi ly pass the l icense test ,  a l l  I  had to do was to go
to the Chr istchurch Amateur Radio Club “Hamcram” course, do the study and pass the test ,  th is was only 3 weeks away.
Then to my surpr ise my wife,  L inda (ZL3GWX) said tha t  she would be interest  in gett ing her l icense as wel l ,  tha t  was a
surpr ise!

The end resul t  we are both now l icensed hams me since November 2024 and Linda from Januar y 2025. We are act ive in two
of  our loca l  radio c lubs Branch 68 in Rangiora and Branch 05 located in Chr istchurch.
 I t  has been an interest ing journey so far,  I  am strongly interested in the technica l  aspects of  the hobby, the antenna systems
and the electronics of  the t ransceivers,  th is inc ludes the older va lve ( tube) radio’s and HF ampl i f iers.   In fact  I  have decided
to re-purpose my exist ing s leep-out as my new “radio shack” and i t  appears now that i t  is  much to smal l  for  the col lect ion of
gear tha t  I  have begun to accumula te!

To me, an older piece of  radio gear ’s interest  actua l ly extends beyond the mere technica l  capabi l i ty ’s of  the hardware, i t ’s  in
the stor y of  i t ’s  pr ior  owners,  the thousands of  hours tha t  i t  may have been the pr ide and joy of  some ear l ier  ham, i t ’s  rea l
va lue is i ts histor y.

In other word’s I  l ike both the old and the new.

My cur rent radio col lect ion inc ludes the humble Baofeng UV-5R  Handheld,  my fi rst  purchase as a l icensed ham but of
course i t  was not powerful  enough to reach a l l  the way to Chr istchurch to access the loca l  vhf  repeater on 145.625Mhz so I
had to bui ld a Yagi  antenna recyc led from and old te levis ion antenna.

Fol lowing tha t,  on the advice of  yet  another ver y helpful  ham Phi l  ZL3CC, I  then went on to invest in a Xeigu X6100 10W HF
por table t ransceiver fo l lowed by a Xeigu G90 20W - both ver y useful  r igs.

You can see where this is going but i t  turns out they work wel l  wi th a better antenna so natura l ly an antenna project  was on
the cards.

My cur rent main antenna is a home brew twin dipole antenna tuned for the 40M an 80M bands with separa te coaxia l  feed
wires one for each dipole.
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MIKE ZL3GMT
OXFORD,  CANTERBURY

LICENSED 2024
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I t  is  suppor ted a t  a height of  approx 9 meters above ground level  on a guyed mast made
from 16mm diameter gazebo pole sect ions stacked on top of  each other.

This antenna, whi le fa i r ly  s imple and basic,  has a l lowed me to made distant (DX) contacts
with hams in Spain,  Germany, I ta ly,  Austra l ia and Uraguay to name a few.

I t ’s  an absolute buzz when you fina l ly make that elusive contact  on rela t ively low power
compared to some of  the larger Internat ional  sta t ions running 1KW or more of  t ransmit ter
power.

I  have future plans for many more antenna’s in the pipel ine.   These inc lude ver t ica ls,  fan
dipoles,  yagis ’s ,quads, moxon’s,  loops, del ta ’s and more.

Of  course more power is a lways handy.  My transceiver l ine up now inc ludes a v intage
Yaesu FT101 va lve/ tube radio,   an Icom IC-735, an Icom IC-7300 which is cur rent ly my main
r ig.

My cur rent ampl i f iers which are intended to be used when contacts may be hard to make
inc lude an Ameri t ron AL-84 approx 400w, an Ameri t ron AL-811 approx 600w and a Col l ins
30L1 1KW approx. the Col l ins has yet to be tested. These are a l l  va lve/ tube type older
l inear ampl i f iers.   I  a lso have some other second hand home brew ampl i f ier  projects for
bui ld,  repair  or  restora t ion in the qeue.

For new hams, you don’ t  need to have higher power ampl i f iers to make good local  and
internat ional  contacts in the hobby, they can cer tainly help though :-)  

I  cur rent ly take par t  in one of  our loca l  morning HF net the “Mainland Net” on 3.730 MHz  a t
7.30am, when I  have rol led out of  bed in t ime, I  seem to stay up la te a t  n ights ei ther DXing
or l is tening to the bands of ten.  I  a lso par t ic ipa te intermit tent ly the on the “Home Brew” Net
a t  5.30pm on 7.123 MHz, most ca l l  ins on this Net are in the Nor th Is land. This is the net I
made my fi rst  “ Internat ional” ( Inter Is land) contacts on with a fu l l  5 Watts f rom my Xeigu
X6100.

I  am act ive in our loca l  Oxford PRS (Publ ic Radio Ser vice) net tha t  is  held weekly here
using 5W UHF band radio systems.  These require no l icense and can be ver y useful  i f  the
normal communicat ions systems may be down due to accident or disaster or just  Murphys
law.

I  a lso take par t  in the monthly Alpine Faul t  net  ca l l  in exercise’s ht tp: / /afn.org.nz .   Here in
the South Is land of  New Zealand we are in a high ear thquake r isk zone and a Major
ear thquake event is qui te possible,  according to some quake specia l ists (a ver y large quake
may be about 300 years overdue),  so HF emergency radio systems a longside PRS radio
systems are perhaps a good Idea.

Other areas of  interest  inc lude suppor t ing other hams SOTA POTA LOTA etc compet i t ions
this is where where people take their  por table,  of ten low power t ransceiver radio’s on the
road so to speak. Checkout ht tps: / /ontheair.nz for  detai ls.

I  am cur rent ly /  s lowly learning morse code (CW) as an addi t ional  emergency
communicat ion method, a morse signal  wi th i t ’s  d i t ’s  and dah’s wi l l  of ten get through and be
understood when condi t ions are poor and the human voice may be not be c lear ly heard.

Somehow I  have a lso become involved with the new “RadioTek Two” c lasses tha t wi l l  be
running a t  Chr istchurch Amateur Radio Club in 2026.  Apparent ly when you act  as a
chauf feur for  your wi fe by dr iv ing her to a meet ing you have a lso automat ica l ly volunteered
to help out!

So in summar y in my opinion “amateur radio” can be a ver y interest ing and chal lenging
hobby with lots to learn many things to t r y and a lot  of  sa t isfact ion when you make a
successful  contact  (QSO).

Amateur Radio can be a great way to meet new people wi th s imi lar  interests,  you can meet
with people f rom other countr ies over the airwaves, you may even meet some of  them in
person a t  a la ter da te ei ther through you travels or theirs.  

I  h ighly recommend becoming involved in the Amateur radio hobby i f  you have an Interest  in
how radio works or have an interest  in the electronic technology, antenna’s and the l ike.

Many of  the hams I  have met have been ver y generous with their  t ime, equipment and
knowledge, so i f  you are s i t t ing on the fence and reading this I  h ighly recommend giv ing i t  a
go :-)

Btw with the high wind two of  the neighbors 80M ta l l  antenna suppor t  structures ( t rees)
made their  way to my proper ty but they won’t  be ver y useful l  as they are now horozonta l .

Taking the antenna down was the cor rect  choice i t  appears af ter  a l l  : - )  
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I t ’s  not  a lways a quest ion of  how you send your CW but where.

The choice is easy enough at  the home QTH of course – most l ikely i t ’s  going to be your shack or your back
garden – but those of  us who also enjoy portable operat ing get to choose from a more vast catalogue of  locales,
f rom summits to parks to var ious moving vehic les v ia land, water or even air .  For those of  us pursuing POTA
act ivat ions,  the careful  select ion of  a park can make al l  the di f ference in the wor ld.

This one surely did:
In mid-September,  I  drove an hour east of  home to the David Sarnoff  Preserve, a more-than-2000-acre publ ic
property in New York that  has strong t ies to broadcast history.  The land now covered by pine and mixed oak
trees was once puls ing wi th a smal l  forest  of  massive longwave antennas owned by the Radio Corporat ion of
America.  The Russian-born Sarnoff ,  a former wireless operator wi th the Marconi  Wireless Telegraph Company of
America,  was promoted through his years in the industry and when the Marconi  company was absorbed into the
Radio Corporat ion of  America,  so was he. He cont inued his career path upward and ul t imately became i ts
president and later,  chairman of  the board.

Like the t rees there now, history grows strong in th is park and i ts roots are deep: When RCA no longer needed
this pr ivately owned land – satel l i tes communicat ion had arr ived on the scene --   the company gave i t  in 1978 as
a gi f t  to New York State Department of  Environmental  Conservat ion,  which has preserved i t  as parkland. I ts
act ive status in the Parks on the Air  programme is an even greater gi f t  for  us hams.

The modest vert ical  antennas (resonant hamst icks) I  used that day would c lear ly have been dwarfed by those
long-ago RCA antennas. The powerful  t ransmit ters would have laughed at  the 30 watts coming from my FT-891.
But my signals made their  t r ips successful ly.  I  was there long enough to consider i t  a good act ivat ion and long
enough to log a deeper appreciat ion of  where we’ve come from in th is wor ld of  radio.

When you careful ly choose where you send your CW, you don’ t  just  you’re your log,  you can f i l l  your head with
wonder and history.  – Caryn Eve Murray,  KD2GUT
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MORSE CODE   -  STORIES

CARYN KD2GUT
"Squirre ls  are the best  th ing to grow on trees . "

CARYN 
KD2GUT



SOTA OPERATORS
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M A T T  Z L 4 N V W
B  I  T  I  N  G   O  F  F  M  O  R  E   T  H  A  N   I   C  A  N   C  H  E  W

Part  2

Beyond ZL3/MB-136 the r idgel ine broadens, the beech forest  becomes more establ ished and good
game trai ls provide easy travel  to the open tops a t  Ada Fla t ,  which we reach in under an hour.  A
fina l  5km walk a long the Alpine Route leads us past Sla ty Peak [ZL3/TM-073] (a lready act iva ted) to
the comfor ts of  Sla ty Hut tucked a t  1400m on the bushedge.

Distance: 15km
Elevat ion gain:  1500m
HEMA: 2 summits,  28 QSOs
SOTA: 2 summits,  24 QSOs.
ZLOTA: Sla ty Hut,  8 QSOs
DX: VK2HRX, F5PYI
Timings: 7:30am - 5:00pm

Day 5
At Sla ty,  we’ve reached the apogee of  our orbi t  of  the Pelorus Tavern.  We lef t  the nar row, dr y,
crumbl ing exposure of  the main Richmond Range backbone a t  Ada Fla t ,  and now star t  the loop
back a long the nor thern s ide of  the ca tchment,  descending onto the broad tops and ore-stunted
vegeta t ion of  the Nelson minera l  bel t .  We a lso leave behind the commitment of  tha t  main range -
wi th i ts steep, dr y,  exposed r idgel ines,  deep, f lanked by t ight  va l leys of fer ing l i t t le hope of  escape.
The ever-present need to reach the water- tank of  the next hut before dusk.

https://summits.sota.org.uk/summit/ZL3/MB-136
https://summits.sota.org.uk/summit/ZL3/TM-073
https://ontheair.nz/assets/ZLH_MB-049


NEW ZEALAND & AUSTRALIAN AMATEUR RADIO PAGE 29

Leaving Sla ty Hut,  ear ly morning -  ZLH/MB-049

A fina l  ascent a long the Alpine Route to Mt Star veal l  (a lso bypassed, previously act iva ted) and we
swing NE a long the Br yant Range. A good, informal,  taped route leads through the last  scrubby
saddle to Hacket Peaks ZL3/TM-099 for the fi rst  SOTA act iva t ion of  the day.

Looking back a t  Hacket Peaks ZL3/TM-099 (r ight)  wi th Mt Star veal l  beyond

The fina l  3 days of  the t r ip stretch out before us,  fading into the haze.

https://ontheair.nz/assets/ZLH_MB-049
https://summits.sota.org.uk/summit/ZL3/TM-099
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Beyond Hacket Peaks we drop of f  the high tops onto meandering bush r idgel ines.  Going is
depressingly easy -  goats have chewed out any semblance of  an under-stor y and no recrui tment of
new-growth seems to be occur r ing.

Chewed-out bush on Mt Stewart - ZL3/HMB-117

A steep descent off  Mt Stewart leads to Totora Saddle and the start of  the tracked section of  the Bryant Range. The
grey fractured rocks of  Slaty and Starveall are replace by the crumbling colours of  the mineral belt. For long sections
the mineral concentrations become so strong that woody vegetation is restricted to turpentine and stunted manuka.
Where trees do exist they are sparse, shallow-rooted and windfall prone.

Approaching ZL3/TM-187

Rocks Hut tempts me as we approach it with 45 mins till dark, but smoke billows from the chimney and I press on up the
final ascent of  the red boulder-face to Dun Mountain Shelter rather than face a night in a shared hut. Again, the shelter is
100m from the limit of  the summit’s activation zone - unfair!



As i t ’s  name befi ts,  Dun Mountain Shel ter  is basic and sleeping is on a s leeping mat on the f loor.
Sadly,  my thermarest develops a leak and the appropr ia te patch ki t  is  myster iously missing from
my sur viva l  k i t .  I  pa tch i t  instead with a tent  repair  pa tch, but i t  is  not  fu l ly  ai r t ight  and goes f la t
ever y two hours -  not  something I  can sleep through on the sub-zero shel ter  f loor.  The views over
Nelson are,  i t  must be said,  wonderful .  But I ’d have prefer red a good night ’s s leep!

Distance: 24km
Elevat ion gain:  1450m
HEMA: 2 summits,  26 QSOs
SOTA: 2 summits,  39 QSOs.
ZLOTA: Dun Shel ter,  1 QSO
DX: VK1AO, VK4ANS, VK2IO
Timings: 7:30am - 5:45pm

Day 6
Having act iva ted Dun Mountain the night before,  we pass quickly over the summit  and cont inue to
descend NE a long the Br yant Range. The bush-c lad Li t t le Twin is the fi rst  summit  of  the day.

rogress is good, and I  ar r ive a t  Dew Lakes with t ime to make the planned side-tr ip to the unnamed
ZL3/MB-198. A tapped, cut  route through marshy scrub to the saddle is a pleasant surpr ise and we
are lef t  only to f ind our own way up the ferny forested face to the out ly ing summit .

Stopping for lunch, and to act iva te Dew Lakes, ZLL/0087 we reach the low Maungatapu Saddle
near ly an hour la te a t  12:45. I  drop a l l  but  radio and sur viva l  gear a t  the saddle and make the
unwelcome 500m c l imb back to tops wi th l ightened load. I ’d been hoping for a quick return t r ip to
Saddle Hi l l ,  but  a wor r y ingly old s ignpost a t  the saddle sta tes ‘Track Permanent ly Closed, No
Longer Maintained’ .  Uh-oh.
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Nelson Bay from Dun Mountain

https://summits.sota.org.uk/summit/ZL3/MB-198
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Thankful ly the s ignpost may wel l  have been recyc led from elsewhere, as the t rack proves to be in
good condi t ion wi th just  two major windfa l ls to negot ia te.  I  steam past ZL3/TM-147, knowing that i f
I  stop now I ’ l l  not  have the energy to cont inue to Saddle Hi l l .  We ar r ive a t  Saddle Hi l l  a t  2:15pm,
15 minutes af ter  my absolute cutof f  to leave i t !  A rapid,  brusque act iva t ion ensues before returning
to act iva te ZL3/TM-147 on or way back to the Maungatpu Saddle.

Repacking a l l  the t ramping gear into the pack a t  the saddle is cruel ,  the body now accustomed to
the l ighter pack. But wi th the last  l ight  of  day colour ing the sky we head down the 4WD
Maungatapu Track to where the truck awaits 7km away on the va l ley f loor :  present,  tyres and
windows intact ,  ba t ter y charged and ready to dr ive us back to the Pelorus Tavern.

Distance: 24km
Elevat ion gain:  1450m
HEMA: ni l
SOTA: 4 summits,  51 QSOs.
ZLOTA: Dew Lake, 12 QSOs
DX: VK2IO
Timings: 7:30am - 5:45pm

Day 7
The la te ar r iva l  and subsequent c loser deployment of  the t ruck meant tha t  the fina l  days t ramping
along the r idgel ine f rom Saddle Hi l l  over Mt Duppa and down to SH6 was not an opt ion.  But is
seemed a shame to leave the last  two SOTA summit  unact iva ted.

So the next morning we’re up before dawn an the usual  630am alarm, and head of f  in the t ruck
along Sta te Highway 6 to the Mt Duppa access track.  An easement a long forestr y roads leads to
the park boundar y a t  500m, leaving just  a 650m c l imb to the Mt Duppa [ZL3/TM-156] summit  -  the
fi rst  summit  of  the t r ip to have previous act iva t ions logged against  i t !

A c lear f rost  morning give cr ysta l  v iews from the summit ,  and the shor t  2-summit  day gives t ime for
an enjoyable,  re laxed, le isurely mult i -band act iva t ion.

Pelorus Valley from Mt Duppa - ZL3/TM-156

The track ends at the summit, and we’re back to bushbashing as we drop north to the final peak of  the range. Things
start well, but descending to the saddle we soon enter tortuous scrub. Stumbling on an old hut-site, I guess the area
was logged and farmed in the past.

We pick up a decent game trail at the hut, and whilst it does not provide great going, it does at least indicate where to
go! It takes 3 hours to travel the 4km to the final summit on ZL3/TM-206, where thankfully open bush provides space
to string an antenna.

https://summits.sota.org.uk/summit/ZL3/TM-147
https://summits.sota.org.uk/summit/ZL3/TM-147
https://summits.sota.org.uk/summit/ZL3/TM-156
https://summits.sota.org.uk/summit/ZL3/TM-206


WATCH THIS SPACE

NEW ZEALAND & AUSTRALIAN AMATEUR RADIO PAGE 33

Thankfully improved vegetation of  ZL3/TM-206

Well, there’s no way we’re gong back the way we came, so we take Plan B for an exit and drop to the boundary of
commercial forestry and follow the boundary across a steep gully to where it touches the access road. The only good
thing about this plan turns out to be that it is shorter - the vegetation has been logged in the past, and is even worse!

Distance: 11km
Elevation gain: 950m
HEMA: nil
SOTA: 2 summits, 34 QSOs.
ZLOTA: nil
DX: VK4NH, VK1AO, VK3SQ, VK2IO, VK3GJG, VK3TDK
Timings: 8:30am - 4:00pm

Back at the Pelorus Tavern for a rest and a feed. What can I say about the trip?

Mostly - that what it needed was at least 2 hours more daylight in each day. That would have made the radio relaxed
and enjoyable rather than rushed and pressured. But longer days would have meant hotter days, and so water would
have been a real issue on the dry tops. And travelling, as it did, for two days along the route of  the internationally
popular Te Araroa long distance hiking trail, huts would have been chocka. So the winter activation was a
compromise, but one probably worth taking.

There was a real feeling about midday on day 2 that I’d bitten off  far more than I could chew. We completed the trip,
but expectations and behaviour had to change to achieve this. Radio etiquette became efficient and brusque - far
more so that I’d have liked. I was forced to abandon our VK colleagues through dropping the higher bands - though
thanks for those that did persist on 40m.

But thanks for those many chasers who did persist with me, and tolerate the rapid activation style. I hope that it was
an interesting journey for us all.

So did I learn my lesson about biting off  more than I can chew?

Well - I did resist the opportunity to try the Pelorus Tavern’s signature foot-tall burger challenge. So maybe.

Matt
ZL4NVW

https://reflector.sota.org.uk/u/zl4nvw


The October Social was held on Rakaia Island for a few reasons. Blair ZL3TOY suggested moving the social
around Canterbury to get more people involved and I thought that was a great idea. The only problem was that I
forgot it was a long weekend so the turnout was small, however we did have Link ZL2CLT from Havelock stop by
to say hello, Paul ZL3TX, Phil ZL3PAE, Michael and a few locals were facinated by the 12m Spiderbeam pole and
antenna.

The day was amazing considering the storm a few days ago and we had anticipated the area to be flooded but
water levels were no different to the last time I was there doing an activation with Nick ZL2NEB six weeks ago.

We connected the PMR171 to the linked dipole and managed enough contacts to activate the island with great
reports from Blenheim 5/7 whereas the local ground wave contacts were more challenging. Thanks to ZL2BHF,
ZL3GMT, ZL3RIK, ZL3OY for answering the calls and ZL2JML and ZL2MR for activating.

The November Social will be held in Kaikoura where we hope to get radio amateurs from the Blenhein and Nelson
regions to join the Canterbury crowd for a meetup and activation or two.
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RAKAIA ISLAND AMATEUR RADIO MEETUP/SOCIAL

NEW FB GROUP                 VK SALES AMATEUR RADIO ONLY

CLICK ON PIC FOR LINK

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1150318323699111


Saturday willl be a social “get to meet one another” day.

The venue will be at a POTA site for activators (the actual place will be advertised nearer the time)

The POTA activation is ideal for hams that want to try their hand at POTA/SOTA

Lunch will be supplied by The Ham Shack

After lunch there will be a competition for POTA/SOTA operators 
You will have to set up a pole that is guyed, get everything connected and be ready to make a contact. 

The event is timed. (prize sponsored by The Ham Shack)

Sunday will be a fun day with a DX Competition using the PMR171

Operator sequence will be by a random draw

There will be a prize for the most contacts in 20 minutes (prize sponsored by The Ham Shack)

Lunch will be supplied by The Ham Shack

The event will finish at around 2pm
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TWO DAYS OF RADIO FUN AND EVENTS

PARTICIPATION IS FREE OF COURSE...................
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ZR1AAH - Africa Correspondent
SWARTKOP PEAK   SOTA ZS/WC-057

Swartkop Peak is above and just to the South of  Simonstown. This was another of  my solo efforts,
activating the peak in August. Coming across a massive puffadder (snake Bitis arietans) laying in
the path while on my way down gave me a hell of  scare as these buggers are a big danger when
hiking alone.

Looking Southwards to Cape Point

ALLEN WOOD
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The Swartkop beacon, looking across False Bay with
Cape Hangklip in the distant background.

My radio equipment (FT 817 and Elecraft T1 tuner) and base of my telescopic mast / antenna.

The old beacon on the peak with Simonstown Naval Base
below.

Then it’s the walk back to my car.

Another awesome day in Africa.
                                                                   73's Allen
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Austral ian Hamfest

SEE FB HAMFESTS AUSTRALASIA GROUP

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1675116319317400/


I was QRV from the KYOTO Radio Club Station and I got a "taste" of  the Japanese radio waves! It was
a real challenge! The conditions were bad. But I still made 340 QSOs! This is an invaluable experience
that proves even under tough conditions, you can achieve great results.

I started on 40m, there were many Japanese stations. It was a pleasure to use the few Japanese words
I've managed to learn. Every "arigato gozaimas" after a QSO brought a special warmth and a feeling of
a real, live contact.

Later, I moved to 20m. The Oceania Contest was happening right at that time and I was amazed at how
many stations from VK and ZL I could hear so clearly. Not possible from my home QTH! So, I was
happy with every single QSO.

But I was especially thrilled to finally meet my good friend Indy VK2XB on the band for the first time.
This is a special QSO for both of  us! And another contact — not the first time, but joyful — with Marcelo
ZL1MTO. It's moments like these, when a friend's voice comes, that remind you radio is pure magic,
creating a sense of  closeness no matter what.

This day once again proved that our community is ONE BIG FAMILY.

A huge thank to my Japanese friends JA3FGJ Tosy, JA3KGF Hide, JH3KCA Kou, JP3AYQ Mayumi,
JJ3CIG Sanny for such a unique opportunity and support!
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FOR SALE - TOWER
Commercially made centre pivot tower
10 m high/long including 4  x new 1m long 
mounting bolts with nuts. Top plate 
includes bolts at standard Yaesu rotator mount
centres.

Great condition
Reason for selling I have found a 24m lattice tower
that I am going to install.

Cost $1,325 (it is on the ground but you will need a
haib and truck to relocate) 

Location - Loburn, Canterbury

Greg  ZL1GUD@proton.me
+64 221 229 240
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CLASSIFIED

www.thehamshack.co.nz

EARTHQUAKE PROOF YOUR HOME 
Survival Kits, Grab Bags and Emergency Preparedness Gear
Designed for New Zealand Conditions. Home of the 20 Year

Shelf-Life Emergency Food Rations and Survival Food Rations

https://www.next72hours.com/

FOR SALE - TH3 3 element yagi for 10, 15 & 20m Pre-Owned
Gain: 5.8 dBd (avg.).
F/B Ratio: 25 dB (avg.).
Max Power: 600 Watts PEP.
Boom Length: 12 Feet.
Longest Element: 27 Feet 3 inches.
Turning Radius: 14 feet 9 inches.
Mast Diameter: 1.25 - 2.0 inches OD.
Surface Area: 3.35 sq. feet.
Net weight: 21 pounds.
Wind Survival: 80 mph.

Cost $500

Location - Loburn, Canterbury

Greg ZL1GUD@proton.me
+64 221 229 240

https://www.next72hours.com/pages/emergency-food-rations-nz-survival-food
https://www.next72hours.com/pages/emergency-food-rations-nz-survival-food

